4D. Date of publication

4D1. General rule


The basic date for this area is the year of publication or printing.  Transcribe this date from the publication as it appears, together with the day and month, if present.

, 7th July 1766

, 1732, reprinted 1734

, 1482 le XII iour de may
Add example of a date in roman numerals
Also transcribe words and phrases such as "printed in the year" and "anno" as part of this element.  When both the place and the date of printing appear in conjunction with the phrase "printed in the year," ordinarily determine whether "printed" goes with the place or with the date according to the punctuation or typography of the source.

London printed : [s.n.], in the year 1742

(Imprint reads: London printed, in the year 1742)

London : [s.n.], printed in the year 1742

(Imprint reads: London, printed in the year 1742)


If the date is inseparably linked to data transcribed as part of another element or area according to one or more of the conditions enumerated in 1B1, transcribe it with the data to which it is linked and repeat it in square brackets as the date element of the publication, etc., area.
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