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sources for finding appraisers include the 
Appraisers Association of America and 
the International Society of Appraisers. 

19.  How can I sell my books? 
You can sell your books to a bookseller, 
through a professional auction house, or 
on your own through an online auction 
or other means of direct sale. Which is 
best for you will depend on the rarity and 
value of your books, your location, how 
quickly you need to sell them, and the 
time you are willing to spend marketing 
them. If you simply have a few second-
hand books to clear off your shelves, a 
good option will be to find a local used 
book shop willing to buy the lot from 
you. If your books are rare or valuable, 
then finding a bookseller that specializes 
in the particular kind of books you have 
may be your best option. Directories 
published on the Web by the Antiquarian 
Booksellers’ Association of America or 
the International League of Antiquarian 
Booksellers can help identify qualified 
merchants. If the first dealer you contact 
cannot help you, ask for a referral. 

20.  How can I ascertain a fair price? 
Many booksellers now have searchable 
catalogs and databases on the World 
Wide Web. These resources can be very 
helpful in determining an approximate 
retail value of your books because they 
can be used to find recent prices asked 
for similar copies. When comparing your 
book to a description in such a database, 
be careful to find as close a match as pos-
sible, not only in terms of publication 
details, but also in terms of condition, 
binding, and other unique features. You 
can also search some auction sites to find 
prices realized in recent sales.

Many individuals who wish to sell 
their books are unsure of their worth 
and so must depend to a great extent 
on the trustworthiness and profession-
al behavior of the dealer. Booksellers 
who are members of the Antiquarian 
Booksellers’ Association of America or 
the International League of Antiquarian 
Booksellers must abide by a strict code 
of ethics designed to protect their cus-
tomers. When selecting booksellers with 
whom to do business, ask whether they 
belong to these organizations or have 
other verifiable credentials attesting to 
their integrity. 

If you decide to sell your books to 
a bookseller, keep in mind that it costs 
booksellers money to run their busi-
nesses. In order to cover their overhead 
costs and turn a fair profit, they must of-
fer you less for your books than they will 
sell them for—often a good deal less. 

If you decide to sell your books your-
self through an auction service, setting a 
reserve limit will ensure that you do not 
have to accept a bid for less than a certain 
minimum amount. 

21.  Can I sell or give my old books to a 
library? 
All libraries buy books, but they gener-
ally find the administrative overhead 
involved in buying from private indi-
viduals costly and difficult, and thus may 
refuse your offer on that basis alone. If 
the library is willing to consider buying 
a book from you, be prepared to provide 
a full description and state a reasonable 
price. 

Libraries will welcome donations if 
the donated books fit their collection pro-
file. Most public libraries focus on popu-
lar publications that circulate frequently. 

Many academic and research libraries are 
interested in acquiring rare and unique 
materials. School libraries, especially in 
impoverished areas, may welcome dona-
tions of used or older books. If the item 
does not fit its collection profile, the li-
brary may refuse the gift. Most libraries 
will also refuse donations that include 
restrictions on the use or disposition of 
the donated books.

22.  Who else might accept my old books 
as a donation? 
Many organizations welcome donations 
of second-hand or used books, either 
because it is part of their mission to pro-
vide reading materials to others, or be-
cause they can sell them to raise money 
to support charitable causes. Goodwill, 
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Oxfam, the Salvation Army, churches, 
synagogues, and other charitable institu-
tions will welcome your donated books. 

23.  Where can I go for more information 
on old and rare books, book collecting, 
and evaluating books?
The Web version of this document, 
which is available at http://www.rbms.
info/yob.shtml, includes links to addi-
tional resources and information. The 
Web site of the Antiquarian Booksellers’ 
Association of America (ABAA) (http://
abaa.org) also features a variety of help-
ful information for book collectors, such 
as a glossary of terms, a list of frequently 
asked questions, resources on book col-
lecting, and a searchable directory of 
ABAA member booksellers.

 


